ARKANSASVALLEY AVIATOR
[ Aniimeverent tvoricle of the Experimenial Airrait Assciaion, Chapler 1161 |ss4e20, August 2004_|

Next M eetingwill be Saturday August 21st. We will get together at the Buena Vista Airport at
6:00 P.M. for our annual Reno Kick Off Bar-B-Que. Jay will furnish the beef brisket, wings, and
corn, and membersareasked to bring your favorite side dish. We will set up tablesinside Roger’s
hanger, so don’t let afternoon thunder shower s keep you away!

AirVenture Oshkosh 2004

Mike Duiven

Chapter 1161 was well represented at AirVenture Oshkosh 2004. The members and guests included John Di-
latush, Mike Duiven and his wife Pat, John Fashing, Paul Foster, Larry Hardy and his friend Karen Paarz, Jay

Jones, Larry Knowles and friend Liz Arnow,
Larry Lechner, Buzz Steward, and Rex and
Miriam Y oakum. The picture at the left captures
& | some of those who camped in the chapter’s camp
| site. The chapter banner flew proudly over the
W | campsite and attracted many guests who were
W | interested in talking about the mountains and
about the clubs aircraft. Larry Hardy, Jay Jones,
W8 | | arry Knowles, and Buzz Steward al flew out
from Buena Vista and the Duiven’s car carried
the camping gear for the club. The expedition
§ | was packed to the gills. However, after the unan-
| | ticipated arrival of John Dilatush and a week
~ | long buying binge by several members, the expe-
! | dition was even more packed for the return trip.
Good thing Pat and | didn’t bring our golf clubs
or several members gear would still be lying
around our abandoned campsite!

From left to right, Larry Lechner, Larry Knowles, Pat Duiven, Liz
Arnow, Larry Hardy, Mike Duiven, and Jay Jones show off Chapter

Itisdifficult to put into words all of the activities

that make up the annual get together at Oshkosh.
The schedule of daily events alone takes up over 63 pages in the function’s program. The maor activities
available to each attendee fall into the following categories: education, shopping, entertainment, hands-on
construction training, guest lectures, parties, etc. Consequently, it is difficult to put into words all that AirVen-
ture 2004 represented. Thus, I’ll discuss just what Pat and | did for aweek at Oshkosh.

Complaints or comments about this newletter? Write usthen at Experimental Aircraft Assoc., Chapter 1161 P.O. Box 5166
Buena Vista, CO 81211. Or if you are really upset, come visit us out at the airport, Central Colorado Regional Airport (7V1).
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Pat and | arrived late on Sunday (July 25, 2004) and spent the early evening unloading all the camping gear,
claiming our territory for a campsite, setting up our tent, and getting to know the people camping around our site.
There were several folks from the Colorado Front Range and four guys, real pistols, from Washington State. A
very congenial set of neighbors. Over the next couple days our campsite grew to five tents and 12 individual

The event didn’t open officially until Tuesday. | spent much of Monday watching planes take-off and land. The
skies over Oshkosh are filled with aircraft of every type and size: Ultra-lights, Home-builts, Military (F-4's, C-
5A’s, C-141's, C-130's, F-116's, F-118's), Antique (P-51's, AT-6's, Lockheed Constellation in TWA colors, B-
17's, B-25's, B29's, etc.), Helicopters, and many more filled the sky from dawn till dusk. Listening in on the con-
trollers attempting to keep these aircraft headed in the right direction and out of each other’s way is quite infor-

mative for those of us who think BV is a busy airport.

Tuesday dawned bright and clea perfect day to go shopping! Pat and | had breakfast with those who could g

up by 6:00 AM and then headed directly to the four buildings
that house most of the vendors at the event. Every vendor in
the aircraft business, from insurance to hardware/tools to elec-
tronics, are located in these buildings. So was Penn Yan Aero
Systems. They were excited to meet Pat and | - especially
when | pulled out the old check book and put down a few dol-
lars towards the price of 160 hp engine for the soon(?) to be
completed RV-9A. Since we were on a roll Pat and | also
went over to another booth to buy an ELT for the aircraft, and
a couple other items of interest.

Wednesday began nice and clear as well. | was able to “ditch”
Pat for a couple hours and sat in on a class dealing with the
construction of fiberglass fairings for Van’s aircraft. The pre-
senter was Sam James, the individual who presented the fiber-
glass demonstration on the Discovery Wings Channel’s pro-

gram “A Planeis Born.” (This was such a good presentation that | went back on Friday and took better notes the
second time around.) Having alittle time free | took some of my hanger income, thanks Tony, and purchased an

Icom 1C-A23 portable nav/comm radio. | then filled in the re-
mainder of the morning at the Fly-Mart looking at some of the
best “junk” available for the not so discriminating buyer. Pur-
chases of a little shrink wrap and a great pair of scissors for
cutting fiberglass completed today’s shopping spree.

Thursday and Friday were spent looking at vendor products;
sitting in on talks by Gen. Chuck Yeager and Richard Van-
Grunsven of Van’s Aircraft; looking at plans for an AcroSport
designed by the past president and founder of the EAA, Po-
berezny; wandering around AeroShell Square looking at the
featured static displays which included Jay’s Quadnickel as
part of the Reno Air Race Association’s display, and watching
the air show for awhile each day. Friday night the Ford Motor
Company threw a party for the Chapter Presidents and their

A vintage aircraft flies by guests at AirVenture 2004

guests. Edsel Ford, the great grandson of Henry, was the host.




