
 

You Think You re Done? Guess Again !   
By John Fasching  

After several years of building you finally get your new 
Speedy-2, or whatever, in the air. You can relax. The days of 
rivets, dope, engine oil, drilling holes, etc, are behind you. 
Right? Maybe. For a wise few that s probably true. For the rest 
of us mere mortals a different story unfolds.  

My RV6A was finished pretty much stock. Nothing fancy, 
just a good solid airplane that I wanted to fly. I was finished 
with the almost 4-years of construction, or I thought.  

The first thing I noticed was that I sat a bit low in the seat. So I 
got three-density Temperfoam cushions and had them uphol-

stered. Worked well, even 
if hard when they are cold.  

Next I began to be bothered 
by the flaps. Somehow they 
didn t seem to line up as I 
had hoped. So two new 
flaps were built and added 
to the plane.  

That made the aileron tips 
not quite line up, so two 
new ailerons were con-
structed.         

     (Continued  Page 2 >>>)  
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Complaints or comments about this newletter?  Write us then at Experimental Aircraft Assoc., Chapter 1161   P.O. Box 5166  
Buena Vista, CO 81211.  Or if you are really upset, come visit us out at the airport, Central Colorado Regional Airport (7V1).    
If you are really, really upset, come to the airport and talk to CRASH (see page 3) 

Next Meeting will be February 19th at 7:00 PM at Buena Vista.  Our guest speaker will be Ret. Brigadier 
General Gary Rubis.  Gary is a local glider pilot and will  share his experiences flying  A4 s and  the F15 
eagle. We may even be able to pry some of his combat experiences from him!  

The January Meeting  
Was at the Buena Vista Airport with Jay  
Jones presenting a tentative meeting and 
get-together schedule for the coming year. 
A calendar of events is included in this 
newsletter.  

We had a lively discussion of  member s 
projects, and it appears that most of our 
projects fit into the 
90% done ...half 

way category.  

Leon  Lux described 
the best way not to 
route a fuel line. He 
discovered a battery 
cable on a friends air-
plane had nearly worn 
through the fuel line. 
Fuel line touching bat-
tery cable, vibration, not a good combina-
tion! 

Leon Lux 
The final Four selections for our new Chapter Logo may be 
decided at the February meeting. Will you be there? 

John Fasching 



Now the flaps and the ailerons were just dandy, but the fiber-
glass wing tips didn t quite line up with the new ailerons. So, 
new wing tips. More painting needed there also.  

With that done I concluded that manual flaps (Johnson bar 
type) were awkward, so an electric flap modification came next.   

About then someone crunched an RV6A nose-wheel by turning 
off the runway at high speed and busted the nose of their plane. 
(Probably had made a nose-first landing once too often and 
damaged the steel nose gear shaft.)  So I just had to install a 
new, stronger, sexier nose-gear leg.  

About then someone invented pressure recovery wheel pants. 
Guaranteed to add at least 5-MPH to the plane. Naturally they 
had to be purchased and installed.  More painting again.  

Electronic ignition s siren call then locked my poor brain, so 
the left magneto had to be replaced with electronics.  

That helps so much, that the wood prop now needed help spin-
ning, so a Landoll Harmonic Balancer was added to the 
starter fly wheel to add inertia to help starting and smooth out 
the engine.  

Now things were so good that the right magneto had to be re-
placed with electronic ignition.  

Mixture settings by guess  were too imprecise, so an oxygen 
sensor system to set mixture was added. More goodies.  

Oshkosh vendors always catch  the eye of the unwary. So I just 
had to have a Lift Reserve Indicator to tell me how far away 

from stall the plane was at .a worthy addition.  

To make the plane stall at even a slower speed, vortex genera-
tors just had to be added.  

Now keeping the non-stalling plane straight and level became 
too much bother, so a wing-leveler was needed.  A NavAid 
unit did the trick.  

Now that the wings can keep themselves level, and can be con-
trolled by a GPS, I just had to have an altitude hold auto-pilot. 
Works great.  

By now I passed my 72nd birthday and the jump off the wing 
was awkward, so steps were added so I could just walk, rather 
than jump, from the plane.  

Steam gauges now seemed out of date, so digital electronic 
gauges had to be purchased to replace the volt/amp meter, the 
oil temp/PSI gauges, CHT/EGT, and tachometer. Pretty. As 
with all digital indicators, we naturally assume they are more 
accurate  - expensive self-deception naturally.  

Now the fuel gauge had to go, and a fuel flow gauge replaced 
the simple analog unit.  

Now things are going good. But what would be nice? Of 

course ! Electronic noise canceling headsets.  

By now the plane is going so good I felt insecure, so the old lap 
and shoulder harness had to be replaced with a beefy 5-point 
setup.   

 In fact, the darnn plane is going so well its getting its oil too 
hot, so in goes a bigger oil cooler.  

To help the new oil cooler, we now add a cowl flap installation.  

Now the oil is so cool it is being spit out, so in goes an M-90 
air/separator. (Misnamed; It should have been called a pilot-
money separator!)  

With all the new electronics I worry about blowing everything 
up, so in goes a Zener over-voltage protection package.  

Damn ! Now everything works so well I need an oxygen system 
because I can fly so high !  

Sitting back and admiring all the changes I see the rudder paint 
job isn t too good,  so off comes the paint and that s done over.  

Now the instrument panel is looking doggy. So a complete new 
one is made and everything is shuffled around, and new 
switches and circuit breakers are added.  

Just then the analog clock dies, and in goes a new digital clock.  

Now I just have to be able to fly longer without stopping, so 
an auxiliary fuel tank is fabricated.  

That s it !! No more !!  (I think I would lose that bet too if I 
made it) And so will you if you think getting the plane in the air 
is the end.  

Hell, its just the beginning !    
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Overheard in pilots lounge . . . . . . .  
   I would like to die in my sleep like my father did, 
     not in screaming terror like his passengers

 

There was a plane crash in Poland 

A small two-seater Cessna 152 plane crashed into a 
cemetery early this afternoon in central Poland. 
Polish search and rescue workers have recovered 
300 bodies so far and expect that number to climb 
as digging continues into the evening. 

Are Eskimo hemorrhoids  called Polaroids????? 




